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Notes on a synonymy in the tribe Platyscelidini 
(Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae)
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Abstract. Reitter described two genus-rank taxa within the tenebrionid tribe Helopini (Tenebrionidae) in the same work: 
Euryhelops Reitter, 1902 (type species Helops tiro Reitter, 1902) as a subgenus of the genus Helops Fabricius, 1775 and Euryhelops 
Reitter, 1902 as a separate genus (type species Helops championi Reitter, 1891 = Helops subaeneus Reitter, 1889). He eliminated 
this homonymy in the same 1902 but in a different paper and proposed the generic name Zophohelops Reitter, 1902 (Helopini) 
for the first taxon. The second taxon Euryhelops was erroneously placed as a junior synonym to the subgenus Cardiobioramix 
Kaszab, 1940 (type species Bioramix asidioides Bates, 1879) in the genus Bioramix Bates, 1879 (Platyscelidini). Both type 
species of Euryhelops and Cardiobioramix are consubgeneric, therefore we reinstate the priority of the name Euryhelops 
as a subgenus within the genus Bioramix and propose the following synonymy: Euryhelops Reitter, 1902, subgen. resurr. = 
= Cardiobioramix Kaszab, 1940, syn. n.
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Замечания по синонимии в трибе Platyscelidini (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae)
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Резюме. Рейттер описал в составе трибы Helopini (Tenebrionidae) два надвидовых таксона в одной работе: Euryhelops 
Reitter, 1902 (типовой вид Helops tiro Reitter, 1902) как подрод рода Helops Fabricius, 1775 и Euryhelops Reitter, 1902 как 
самостоятельный род (типовой вид Helops championi Reitter, 1891 = Helops subaeneus Reitter, 1889). Для устранения 
омонимии Рейттер в этом же году, но в другой работе предложил название Zophohelops Reitter, 1902 (Helopini) с 
родовым рангом для первого таксона. Второй таксон был ошибочно синонимизирован c подродом Cardiobioramix 
Kaszab, 1940 (типовой вид Bioramix asidioides Bates, 1879) в составе рода Bioramix Bates, 1879 (Platyscelidini). Типовые 
виды Euryhelops и Cardiobioramix относятся к одному подроду, поэтому мы восстанавливаем приоритет для названия 
Рейттера и устанавливаем следующую синонимию: Euryhelops Reitter, 1902, subgen. resurr. = Cardiobioramix Kaszab, 
1940, syn. n.

Ключевые слова: жуки-чернотелки, Helopini, Platyscelidini, синонимия, номенклатура.

Reitter [1902a] used the same name for two taxa of 
genus level in the tribe Helopini:

1. The monotypic genus Euryhelops Reitter, 1902a: 
209. Type species: Helops championi Reitter, 1891 = Helops 
subaeneus Reitter, 1889 (homonym name).

2. The subgenus Euryhelops Reitter, 1902a: 214, in 
the genus Helops Fabricius, 1775. Type species Helops tiro 
Reitter, 1902 by subsequent designation [Medvedev, 1987].

A little later, Reitter [1902b] increased the rank of the 
second taxon to a genus and eliminated this homonymy, 
proposing the new name Zophohelops Reitter, 1902 for it 
(type species Helops tiro Reitter, 1902).

Reitter didn’t mentioned the first taxon (with the type 
species H.  championi) futher, even in his revision of the 
tribe Helopini [Reitter, 1922]. However later Euryhelops 
was transferred to the tribe Platyscelidini and erroneously 
listed as a junior synonym of the subgenus Cardiobioramix 
Kaszab, 1940 (type species Bioramix asidioides Bates, 
1879) in the genus Platynoscelis Kraatz, 1882 [Kaszab, 

1940]. Kaszab [1940] also included in the subgenus 
Cardiobioramix the type species of Euryhelops, for which 
he erroneously used the preoccupied name Platynoscelis 
(Cardiobioramix) subaenea (Reitter, 1889), although 
Reitter [1891] eliminated this homonymy by proposing 
the replacement name Helops championi Reitter, 1891 for 
Helops subaeneus Reitter, 1889 (nom. praeocc., non Helops 
subaeneus Baudi, 1876).

Egorov [2004] proposed the new combination 
Bioramix (Cardiobioramix) championi (Reitter, 1891) and 
interpreted Euryhelops as a junior synonym of the genus 
Bioramix Bates, 1879, as well as in subsequent publications 
[Egorov, 2008, 2020].

Both type species of taxa Euryhelops and 
Cardiobioramix belong to one subgenus [Egorov, 2004], but 
the first name has a priority. We cannot conserve the name 
Cardiobioramix with prevailing usage, because it does not 
meet two conditions of the Article 23.9 of the International 
Code of Zoological Nomenclature [1999]. As a result, we 
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reinstate the independence of the name Euryhelops as 
a subgenus within the genus Bioramix and propose the 
following synonymy: Euryhelops Reitter, 1902,  subgen. 
resurr. = Cardiobioramix Kaszab, 1940, syn. n.
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